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“ They” (the French Revolutionists) “* forget that, tv Enctayp, not one shilling of Paper Money of 
“ any description is received but of choice; that the whole has had its origin in cush, actually deposited ; 
“ and that it is convertible, at pleasure, in an instan/, and without the sinmallest liss, mto. cash again. 
“Qua Paper is of value-in commerce, because in daw itt of none. It is powerful on Ohange, because 
“ in Westminster-hall it isimpotent. In payment of a debt of twenty shillings a creditor may refuse ell 
“ the paper of the bank of England, Nor is there among us a single public security, of any quality or 
“ nature whatsoever, that is enforced by authority. In fact it tight be easily shewn, that our paper 
“wealth, instead of lessening the rea! coin, has atendency to imerease it; instead of being a substitute for 
“ money, it only facilitates tis entry, its-exit, and its civeulalion s that it is the symbol of prosperity, and 
‘not the badge of disteess. Never was a scarcity of cash, and an exuberance of paper, a subject of com- 
' plaing in this na tion.” —Burke. Reflections on the French Revolution. Written and published in 1790, 


“ But, whatever momentary relief, or aid, the Minister and the Bank might expect from this low cou- 
“ trivance of Five Poon Norres, it,will increase the inability of ihe Bank to pay the Higher Notes, and 
“ hasten the destruction of all; for, even the small taxes that used to be paid in meuey, will now be paid 
«in those notes, and the Baok will soon find itself with scatcely any ofher money than what the hair-pow- 
« der-gninea-tax brings in.—”—Paine’s Decline and Fall of the English System of Finance. Written 
and published in March, 1796. 

“When the situation of the Bank of England was under the consideration of the two Houses of Par- 
“ fiament, in the yedr 1797, it was my opinion, and that of many others, that the extent, to which the 
“ Paner-Currency. had been carried, was the FigsT and Principat, though not the sole cause, of the many 
“« ficulties, to which that Corporate Body was then, and had, of late years, from time to time, been 
“ exposed, in. supplying the cash, necessary for the cominerce of the kingdom,”—Cnartes Jenkinson, 
Eaur or Liverroos, Letter to The King; published in 1805, 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD: 

Letter, we saw clearly, that bank-notes, 
REIS APSA ReOn as well as all jor promissory-notes, 
OF THE ought to be considered as representatives.of 
Report of the Bultion Committee: debt, while real money ought to be consi- 
dered as the representative of property, or 
7. things of real value. At the close of Letter 
TO THR Vill, we saw how the increase in. the 
TRADESMEN AND FARMER! quantity of bank-notes had kept pacé-with 
- va ae i “. . the increase of the National Debt; and we 
sae 7 proposed, when we should ‘resume the 
-subject, to.trace this joint increase to that 
Letter X. grand and memorable effect, Tue Sror- 
sa PAGE OF GOLD AND SILVER PAYMEXTS AT 

We - ‘Sek! ns apt viphde Ne am THE Banx oF ENGLanb, im 1797. 
else nage as to nap at ‘ But, befor’ we enter upon this interest- 
given to these Letterses Bank Paper ossment ing matter, will you give me leave again 
to be the only sore of currency calculated. 40 to givé ‘youa specimen of the way, in 
erert: the be af ki arin which my Letters are answered by the 
tracing aed of Debt and Notes toshas venal writers in Londen? To do this will 
ae not be without its utility, both now and 


srand effect, the Bank Stappage—Table shew- It will be useful to shew you 


, ) hereafter. 
ig the annual increase of the Debs and In- what sort of writers those are, who are op- 


terest from 1793 ta 1797-——JInbrease in the 

nue amount aaa pased to me; and, though it may not be so 
pense ee - — ‘uséfal to posterity, it oll, nevérahehend) be. 
Pound notes —Burke’s picture of the five of gome ‘use, ad will be very curious, for’ 
bunk Paper——Paine’ “nll or our childrey to sed what manner of men 
vrpool the historian of Paine’ prophei those weré, Who wrote in favour of the 
| si ti Paper-money System. The passage I am 

fy cttlemen, _fabout tole ore you was published in 
Telurning to our subject, we must | a néws-paper, printed for theuse of « | 
bear in mind, that, in Latter YEN. (which Pomiabe ori” under the data of the 





closed in page 489) and in the foregoing 
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6th of this month, and is words are these. 

To the People of the United Kingdom.— 

“The detestable characters exposed lutely 

« in the pillory, may be considered the, real 

« representatives of the Corsican Tyrant and 

his Ministers, who boast of the monstrous 

« pice which excites such horrors in every 

« British bosom, and who, fearful of your 

«valour, are exerting every artifice to 

“ savert your empire, betray your virtue, 

“and extirpate your people. Copnerr, 

“the oracle of the Jacobins, abuses the 

“ British Papers for speaking ill of such in- 

* famous monsters, whose detestable prac- 

“tices must annihilate every virtuous 

* principle from the human breast ;. and 

a he tells the British People, in effect, that 

© of they are to be robbed by taxcs and uppress- 

“ ed by power, it is of no consequence whe- 

“ ther they are congucred by a French Vere 
street gang, or governed by a virtueus Bri- 
 tash Sovereign and his respectable Ministers. 

“Such is the profound reasoning of an 

“ apostate low-munded scribe, ko is impelled 

‘‘ by. a savage passion of revenge for Mi- 

“ nisterial deserved contempt, and by foolish 
“ and base hopes of conciliation with the 
Corsican Monster, who often rewards, but 
“never has been known to forgive. He 
“ publishes weekly an infernal Register, 
to excite mutiny in the army and the fleet, 
“ to seduce the loyalty of British subjects, to 
‘<confound she good sense of the yeomanry 
“| by low cunning and argful sophistry, and 
“ above all, ¢o destroy Public Credit and 
Bank Paper, as the best bond of inaividual 
“ and public security, and the only medium of 
“* currency to suit and evert the energies of an 
“‘ insular and commercial people. Such a 
“man, whom reading and writing made a 
“‘ corporal, but whom sense and reason will 
“never make a politician or an honest 
“* patriot, may be the properoracle of a 
“ Fere-strect gang of regal French ruffans, 
“but his councils of liberty, economy, 
“and reform, must be regarded as the 
“treacherous delusions of @ French spy, 
“ when offered to a free, virtuous and 
“* happy pation.’’* 


_ Such, Gentlemen, is the language of my 
op Such is the sort of men, who 
dislike ame.. ..Such are the answers that are 
given to my statements and my reasoning 

qua sober and most important subject 
oh political economy. The abuse here 
heaped upon aperson, whom oar Com- 


* Moning, Rost, Saturday, October 6, 
1810. er: 
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inander, in. Portugal, in. his public dis. 
patches, recognizes as an “ Emperor,” anj 


‘who, in our.courts of justice, has been re. 


cognized.as “ Sovereign of France,’ to say 
nothing of our negociations and trearics 
with him; the abuse here heaped upon Na. 
poleon, who is not only. -called.a monster, 
but is distinctly charged with. “ boasiay 
« of the monstrous vice,” for being guiliy 
of which several infamous wretches have 
lately stood in the pillory in London, can, 
surely, not meet with the approbativn of 
any mai upon earth ; for, onewould fain 
hope, that there is not another man like 
this writer.” Yet is it a serious considera- 
tion for the country, that sueh an accusa. 
tion should be thus boldly put forth in 
our public news-papers, and in a news. 
paper, too, which, from its uniform praises 
of the men at present in power, is called 
a ministerial news-paper, and is, in gene- 
ral, looked upon asa sort of half-oficial 
print. As far as concerns this particular 
article, every man in England will be 
ready to acquit the ministers; and, in- 
deed, every one will readily believe that 
it must meet with their sincere reproba- 
tion. But, this may not be the opinion 
abroad; and, § leave you to guess what 


an impression such a publication is calcu- 


lated to give the world of our national cha 
ractcr. 


There is one declaration here, about 
the paper-money, that I wish you to 
bear in mind; namely, that “ bank-paper 
«is the best bond of individual and public 
“ security, and the only medium of currency 
“ to suit and exert the energies of an insular 
« and commercial people.’ So that, accord- 
ing to this writer, the return of gold and 
silver would be no good at all, and we 
ought, indeed, to desire to get rid of it, I 
we had any, though, upon the trial of Ds 
Yonce (of which we shall see more by- 
and-by), both the Attorney General 
the Judge so decidedly declared the ei 
portation of the coin to be a most mischicr 
ous practice ; and though this writer.bim- 
self, little more than two months 4% 
congratulated his readers vpon the. pros 
pect of seeing bank pene destroyed, 
which paper he called, in his print of - 
19th of July, “ destructive assignots, 
afterwards, “vile, dirty rags; ay? ne 
very paper, which he now, asserts 10 


« the best bond of individual and public 
« security, and the only medium of currenc’ 


“ to suit and. exert the energies of an inst: 
“ lar and commercial peop! . 
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Let us now leave our opponents ; let 
ys Jeave the paper-money system and its 
patrons to receive all the support that 
«ritings. like the above can give, while 
we proceed in tracing the increase of the 
National Debt and that of the Bank notes 
to that grand and memorable effect, the 
soppage of gold and silver payments at the 
Bunk of England, in 1797, from which time 
our paper-money began, because it was then 
that the bank notes ceased to be converti- 
ble into coin, and have remained in that 
state to this day. 


We have already seen, that, at the be- 
ginning of Prrt’s war with the Republi- 
cans of France, in 1793, our National 
Debt amounted to about 250 millions, be- 
cause it did not increase during the peace 
preceding that war. Its amount, at the 
close of the American war, was 257 mil- 





lions (See Letter Ill. page 324),.and the 
annual interest paid upon it was 9 millions 
and about.a half. The debt, and, of 
course, the interest along with it, decreas- 
ed a little before the beginning of Pirr’s 
war against the Jacobins of France; se 
that, when that war was begun, both Debt 
and Interest were somewhat less, than at 
the conclusion of the American war. We 
will, however, take them at what they 
were at the last-mentioned period; and, 
in ofder the more clearly to shew the 
progress of the cause of the great increase 
of bank notes, and, finally, of the Stoppage 
of Gold and Silver payments at the Bank, 
we will state the annual increase of the 
Debt and Interest, from the beginning of 
the war to the year 1797, when . the 
Stoppage took place, which statement is 
not only very curious, but is of singularly 
great importance. 

















Dest. INTEREST. 

Before the Anti-Jacobin war began (in 1793), the amount on . 
WAS .ccccccceseeeseees eeoeeeee PTETETITILIT ILL ~ 957,213,043 9,669,435 
In that same year WaS AddOd ccscsecsecesecscseevsscereeveses 6,250,000 252,812 
Amount at the end of 1793....secscceeees 263,463,043 9,922,247 
In the year 1794 was ADEM spe -seerecrevencreeveccerceeseecenes 15,676,525 773,324 
Amount at the'end of 1794....cceccsesee 279,189,567 . 10,695,571 
In the year 1795 was added SCHR OCC SEE EEE EEH EEE EHE CEE FE EEE 25,609,897 1,227,415 
Amount at the end of 1795......sececceee $08j749,464 11,922,086 
In the year 1796 was added....... Wo bsbkevpcosecuPovedingns teen 4 03,699 1,850,373 
Amount at the end of T7196 cccsececsocoede 346,053,163 13,773,359 
In the year 1797 was added.......sccscscsesessscdesesceeeeseee 07,087,668 3,241,790 
Amount at the end of 1797...ccccccceseee 413,140,831 17,015,149 


Thus, then, we see, that the first four 
vears and a half of Prrt’s war with the 
acobins, or Republicans of France, nearly 
doubled the Debt and the Interest, or 
(which is the same thing to the people), 
the annual charge on account of Debt, which, 
together with interest, includes manage- 
ment and Sinking fund allowance. Four 
years and a half of the Anti-Jacobin war 
nearly doubled these ; and, according to 

¢ principles-we have before laid down, 
in Letters ViLand VIII, the bank notes 
would necessarily increase in the same 
Proportion as the Debt and Interest in- 
Creased; because, every quarter of a year, 
the dividends to be paid at the Bank, be- 
came greater and greater, © 


Before the i i wht’ be ‘a’ . 
livia Aati-Jacobin vegan; the 


oti. 





above, to 9,469,435/, ‘To obviate all pet- 
tifogging cavil here, let me state, that this 
sum was not wholly dividends, or interest 5 
but consisted, partly, of ‘ charges for ma- 
« nagement,”” paid to the bank of England ; 
and also of charges on “ account of the 
« Sinking Fund.” But, as was observed 
before, this is of no consequence to the 
people, who pay the taxes, out of which 
the whole sum comes; and, 1 only make 
the distinction to avoid a cavilling charge 
of misrepresentation, or error. 

therefore, we speak of the amount of the 
Interest of the National Debt, let it be un- 
derstood, that we include these charges; 


annual charge on account of the Debt, 
“To resume, then ; before the Aitti-Jaco- 
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of @ year, amounted, as we see 


nee began; the dividends, or interest, 
2 


and that, by the word Interest is meant the 
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af one yeat athouhted, as we have seen, to 
9,660,435 pounds; and, before the nation 
got to the end of the fifth year of that war, 
a vear’s dividends, or interest, amounted 


to 17,015,149 pounds; not much short of | 


double. The Bank therefore, having 
nearly twice as much to pay yearly in in- 
terest of the Debt; having, to speak in 
round numbers, 17 millions to pay, under 
this head, where it had but 9 millions to 
pay before the beginning of Pitt’s Anti- 
Jacobin War; having twice as much to 
issue on this great score as it had previous 
to the war, was, of course, compelled to 
inicrease the quantity of its paper promises, 
or the quantity of its Gold and Silver coin ; 
because, as we fiave before seen (Letter 
VII, page 453), an increase in the number 
and amount of payments must necessarily 
demand an increase of the money, or me- 
dium, in which those payments are made; 
and, why this increase, at the Bank of 
England, would take place in paper pro- 
mises, and not in Gold and Silver coin, we 
have seen in Letters VII, and VIII, where 
it was shown that an increase of Debt must 
produce an increase of paper-promises, or 
hotes, when once a paper-system has 
begun. cy 

That the experience of the times, of 
which we are now speaking, perfectly cor- 
responded with the prim€iples bere stated, 
we shall now see by ng a liitle to 
the manner, in which | payments of in- 
terést at the Bank were tly made. - 

x 

Tt has before been observed, that, when 






the National Debt first began, the whole’ 


of the interest: was paid im Gold and Si- 
ver, there being then no svch ‘thine as 
bank-riotes, and no such thing es a Bank, in 
this country. It has also been oliserved, 
that, very shortly after the Debt came 
into existence, it produced its natural off. 
spring, @ Bank, which issued its promissory 
notes, and itt which promissory hotes the 
initerest ofthe Debt was, in part, at least, 
paid. Ae first) it appears, that the Bank 
iMterest ifs notes, or bills; bat, 
Was soon 





& 


to the Bank to receive their divide 


_ 


b off and; from’that time, 
the bank notes, or bills, became part of 
abe circulating medium of the country. pany. © 
_ When the Stock owners, or Public Cres | , 

_ ditors, ae they are sometimes ; went 






(58: 
cuin, and some the paper. But, as 4h. 
Debt inereased, and; of course; the amon: 
of the dividends, or interest; iv was ey}. 
‘dent, fréin what has aiready been sai, 
that the Bank would possess a less and 
less quantity of Gold: and Silver in pro- 
portion to the quantity of its paper. And, 
| further, the payments of interest having, 
as we have seen above, become nearly 
double in amount to what they were in 
1793, previous to the Anti-Jacobin war, 
it is natural to suppose, that there wouht 
be double the number of Stock-holders, 
and, of course, double the number of paymeny 
to make. Therefore, as, at every pay- 
ment, the receiver had his choice of paper 
or Gold and Silver coin, there were dov- 
ble the number of chances against the 
Bank ; and, at any rate, as there were, as 
yet, no bank notes of an amount less than 
TEN POUNDs, there must necessarily be, 
upon every payment, an issue of Gold 
and Silver from the Bank, to the amount 
of every demand, or part of a demand, 
Salling shert of ten pounds. 


This the Bank could bear before the 
‘Anti-Jacobin war; but, whem that war 
had nearly doubled the Debt, the Interest, 
and the number of the payments, on ac- 
count of Interest ; when this increase had 
taken place, the Bank found 1t necessary, 
not only to augment the eneral quantity 
of its notes; it found it mecessary not 
only to add to the total amount of its 
notes; that is to say, to put out a greater 
sum-in notes, than it had out before the 
Anti-Jacobin war ; but, it also found it 
necessary to put out some notes of a lower 
amount than it already had, in order to 
pay the parts of ten pounds, which we have 
just mentioned. | 

Hence ‘came the Frve’ Pounp Notrs. 
And, you will perceive, Gentlemen, thet 
causes be i similar had formerly a 
duced the Frrrzen Pounn Nores and the 
Ten Povnd Notés ; riamely, an increase 
of the National Debt, and, of course, 
bag of the hn ae Scene 

ese bems always paid at 
after the extdbshadent of the Bank Com- 
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previous to the war; aye, to that very 
war, which that very picture and others 
in the same publication greatly tended to 
roduce, and were, without, I believe, an 
bad motive, witended to produce. Loo 
well at that picture, gentlemen. Look at 
the triumphant contrast there exhibited be- 
tween the money of England and that of 
France, which latter country had then a 
paper-money. And, when you have 
viewed that picture in all its parts ; when 
you have fully examined the contrast ; 
then turn your eyes to what is now ex- 
hibited to the world : then see what Eng- 
lish Bank Paper now is, and what in this 
regard, is the state of France, where all 
the paper-money has, long’ ago, been de- 
swoyed, and where there is no currency 
but that of Gold and Silver coin, part of 
which coin consists of English Guineas, 
those guineas the absence of which all men 
of sense and of public-spirit so sorely la- 
ment, and the practicability of causing 
the return of which is, as you will bear 
in mind, the chief object of our In- 
quires, 


ln the Seconp motto, the passage from | 
Pane, (the mortal antagonist of Barke as 

to every thing else) we have am opinion as 
to the consequences of the -Bank haying 
made 5 aoa notes, We have a pre- 
diction as to the inability which it will pro- 
duce in the Bank to pay its higher notes, 
This prediction was, it appears, written in 
March, 1796,and it was published in Eng- 
land in, or about, the month of June of that 
year ; which was, as we shall see by and 


stoppage of gold and silver payments at the 


under a feigned name, a sbam life of Pays 
should become, the recorder of the truth.of 
Paine’s predictions, and that too in “a 
Letter to the King,” in whose hame the 
very work containing the predictions had 
been prosecuted as i ag 


Here are three writers, all of whom of 
great understanding and experience, and 
the two former of abilities scarcely ever 
surpassed in any age or country, all op- 
posed to each other, as to every other 
question ; each one hating the other two, 
and each two hating the other one; yet 
all agreeing, as harmoniously as their 
bones would now agree, if they happened 
to be tumbled togethtr; all agreeing as to 
these principles respecting paper-money. 


Having now traced the increase of the 
Debt down to the putting forth of the 5 
pound bank notes, we will rest here, and 
resume the subject in our next. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your faithful friend, 
| : W™. Consett, 
State Prison, Newgate, Monday, 
8th October, 1310. 





SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


“Newport (Isle of Wight,) Oct. Sth, 
“ 1810.—I hasten te inform you, that, 
“ since my last, a Coroner’s Inquest has 
“* been held at the Barracks, on the body of 
“the unfortunate man who was killed on 
“‘ Sunday eveming. And the Coroner’s ver- 
“ dict was Wilful Murder against persons 
“unknown. ‘Lhe deceased, it appears, was 


« was quietly going into his barracks, as the 


by, only. about nine months before the im “ not in the least concernéd in the fray, fue 


Bank actually took place. 


In the Tuirp motto, the passage from 
the late Lorp LiverPoo., we have the opi- 
hion, not only of the writer himself, who, 
upon such a matter, is no very mean autho- 
rity, but, as he asserts, of many others 
(doubtless, persons of distinction, as to 
rank, at least); we have an opinion, thus 
sanctioned, that the increase ef the paper- 
Currency was the first and principal cause of 
the f Gold and Sil , 


Q 0 ent 
at the - | and bien Onis pee 
corresponds with that of Pains, there be 
this distinction, in. the merits of the two. 
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fatal ball struck him in the neck. It dods 
* not appear that the gnard were called upon 
“ to assist in quelling the disturbance ; but 
“that 150 ball cartridges were fed is be- 
“ yond a doubt, Since this unfortunate bu- 
“ siness, the four ball cartridges have been 
“taken away from each individdal, a very 
“ necessary precaution, for it cannot be good 
“ policy surely for privates who may intoxi- 
** cate themselves at the canteen ei their 
“ pleasure, to have such things in their own 
“ power. This quarrel bad as long 
“apo as Wednesday preceding, er 


. © eveni this unfortunate eveat tou 
« place, "The FOREIGN ENS wre now 


“into the country to the ou ‘ w! er 
u the inhabitants do not feel mance 
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“ tagers who cannot know their wants, not 
¢¢ understanding their language.”’>———Morwn- 
rnc Curonicre, Sra Octoper, 1810, 

Tue Brunswickers. Look at the 
motto, English reader! Look at the 
motto! And also look back at the article 
in my last, at page 566, where the sub- 





motto, linglish reader, and especially the 
latter part of the motto; and, then, re- 
collect what we were told by Sir Vicary 
Gibbs. Another time, I will contrast 
the account of this transaction with Sir 
Vicary Ginns’s assertions respecting the 
exemplary behaviour of the GERMAN Sot- 
piers, and his appeal ¢o the inhabitants in 
the neighbourhood of their quarters tor the 
trath of those assertions. This I will do 
another time, when I have more room 
than I shall have to-day. At present, I shall 
make some remarks upon what is here laid 
before us. It seems, then, and, if this 
acconnt be true (for which, mind, I do not 
vouch) it is a fact, that these foreigners, 
these Germans, these Brunswickers, these 
German Soliders, have KILLED A MAN ; 
it seems that they have actually put an 
end to a man’s life; actually murdered 
him, if this account be true, and, if it be 
not true, why is not the fact contradicted ? 
———We are told also, ‘that there were 
150 ball cartridges actually fired. How 
came these men to have bo! cartridges 
to the amount of 4 rounds a mat? 
Is it the custom in our army, toleave 4 
rounds, or even | round of ball cartridges 
m the hands of the soldiers? Is there any 
regiment in our service who ever had ball 
cartridges lett in their bands, except when 
in actual service before the enemy, or emsy 
loyed to quell riots?. I should like: to 
ave a answer to these questions, tind 
that, too, as soon as possible. I have known 
something of Buglish regiments, for many 
years, and I know that ‘ball cartridges 
were things which were never put into 
the hands of the men, even upon guard, 
except, under. very parjicular circum- 
stances, and that, in such cases, they were 
taken from the meu the moment that par- 
ticular duty was over, and counted back 
intothe store with as much exactness as 
if they had been so many dollars, and, 
indeed, with much more exactness. The 
customs of, the army must have changed 
very much,or the leaving of ball-car- 
In the hands of, soldices off doty, 

niust be somephing, very giagulars andy at 
BhY Cate, considering how fatal are the 
Consequences, which may -arise;: and 











which, if the above account be true, have 
arisen, from leaving thése mortal weapons 
in the hands of soldiers, and especially of 
these Branswickers and other foreigners, 
I trust, that an inquiry will be made into 
the matter. It is not many months 
since the attention of the whole of this 
metropolis was turned to an inquiry, as to 
who was the morderer of a min, killed 
near the Tower. ‘That was, however, a 
deed of much less atrocity than the pre- 
sent. ‘The soldiers, who fired, upon thit 
occasion, were out on duty, and, they had 
been very much galled and annoyed by 
some of the ‘people. Still, there was a 
very general feeling of horror at the 
deed. It became matter of discussion in 
the Parliament. It was felt through the 
country. What, then! shall this’ infi- 
nitely worse deed, in the Isle of Wight, 
pass without nowce ? Reader, English 
Reader! Know, and bear in mind, that 
this deed has been only once slightly al- 
luded to by the Courter news-paper; and 
that, from first to last, it has not been so 
much as alluded to by the Mornine Post; 
both of which papers are nearly hail filled 
with those famous fabrications, called 
intercepted letters; both of which are con- 
tinually telling us of the brutal conduct 
of soldiers to the people of some other 
countries ; both of which are incessantly 
telling the abused public of the conduct ot 
the foreign soldiers inthe army of the En- 
peror of France, What! are we told, 
that “ the inhabitants do not feel themselves 
“very secure,” in consequence of having 
these German Brunswicker Soldiers sent 
into their neighbourhood ? The inhalitants 
do not feel themselves very secure !——Now, 
if this be true (of which, of ‘course, | can 
know nothing ;) if this be true, what must 
the final consequence be? What must 
this lead to? Ifthese people are wanted 
in’ England, it must be in case of invasion; 
and, if the inhabitants do’ not feel them- 
selves very secure with these people near 
them now, how would they feel then ?— 
The: answer to these questions will sag- 
gest itself to every man ; and I do most 
earnestly hope, that, when parliament 
meets, a fall inquiry will be made into 
this matier; and, indéed, ‘into the whole 
of the question relating to these Germans 
and Branswickers; forjthere is no fore- 
telling*how great consequences may Ppro- 
ceed from an évent like that above-men- 
tioned ; “and, when ‘those consequences 
come upon’ us, it is ‘to; late to'exclaim : 
“'Who would have : 
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were animated by.a desire of vengeance; 
if I were anxious to see my opinions veri- 
fied, and to receive the unanimous ap- 
plause of the country for my unavailing 
exertions; were this my wish, I should 
hold my tongue upon subjects of this sort ; 
| should let the thing go on; I should do 
nothing to check its progress; I should 
carefully abstain from every thing that 
would* be likely to put the German Sol- 
diers and their friends upon their guard. 
And, I am not sure that 1 should not do 
this; | am. by no means certain that I 
should not listen to my _ resentment, 
were I not impelled to speak by a still 
stronger feeling; were not my love for } 
my country greater than my hatred 
of my enemies. I am _ not pretending 
to any extraordinary portion of pa- 
triotism. I love mys country for the 
same reasons that other men do, whose 
means of happiness are inseparable from 
the country, and who have, besides, a 
proper sense of national honour, and feel 
their own honour wounded, when that of 
their country receives a blow. I have 
always feared, and as far as1 dared, have 
expressed my fears, of evils such as are 
now beginning to develope themselves ; 
and, asl am seriously impressed with the 
opinion, that these evils are likely ¢o lead 
to otlers of a much greater magnitude, 1 wish 
to see speedily taken such measures as 
shall prevent that dreaded consequence. 
——I again repeat, that I do not state any 
of the above facts as ¢rue.. I give them as 
I find them in one of our great public 
prints; and, what I have said upon them 
i§ sal with that reservation. And, again 
Isay, that I have not seen either this arti- 
cle, or the former article upon the same 
subject, contradicted, or even noticed, by 
either of the ministerial prints ; yet, if this 
story were false, it An be very neces- 
Siry 10 contradict it; for, if it remain 
uncontradicted, the country, the world, 
and especially our enemy, who well knows 
how to estimate a fact of this sort, will as- 
suredly believe it to be true.——Another 
reason for contradicting it, if false, is, that, 
if it remain uncontradicted, it may. pro- 
duce a feeling in our native army thatmay 
€ altended with very fatal consequences ; 
and, indeed, if true, it might, in this last 





Mentioned respect, be rendered less mis- 
'evyous by some explanatiens some of 
nia! statement, given of it. As it now is, 
ble Sqlculated to produce the worst possi- 
velfects and, therefore, 1 hope, that 


© over to the enemy.” 





‘omething will be done in the way either 


Geserteu some- 
times, and very bad that is’ It is a breach 
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of contradiction or explanation, and that. 
too, as soon as possible, 





Royat German Lecron. In my Re- 
gister of the 19th of September I inserted 
the following article.—* On Thursday a 
“ Court-Martial commenced at Bexhill, 
“ for the trial of two privates of the @nd 
“battalion of the Royal German Legion, 
“ who deserted a few days ago, and took 
“ from the beach a large boat for the par- 
pose of going out to the enemy. They 
“were apprehended by a boatman oif 
« Dover.”?’ Times Newspaper, Monday, 
17th Sept. 1810.—Upon this 1 made some 
observations, to which I beg leave to refer 
the reader, page 394. In my last Nam- 
ber, at page 565, I made some further ob- 
servations upon the subject, and expressed 
my surprize that the Times newspaper, 
from which the article had been taken, 
had not either contradicted it, or told its 
readers what had been done to the of- 
fenders. It had, however, escaped my 
notice, that this information had been 
given by the Ties, on Thursday last, the 
day before I wrote my article, last referred 
to. --—=I£ was given in these words: * The 
“two privates of the 2nd battalion of the 
« ROYAL GERMAN LEGION who were 
« lately tried by a Court Martial for hav- 
« ing DESERTED in July last; WITH A 
« VIEW OF GOING OVER TO THE 
« ENEMY, have been found guilty of the 
« charge; and sentenced ¢o transportation 
“ for life.’ Well, then, if this state- 
ment be true; if this statement be true ; 
if this statement be true, English reader, 
here we see it proved, that two of these 
German Lecion, these ROYAL GERMAN 
LEGION SOLDIERS did actually desert, 
and not only desert, but desert with 
a view of GOING OVER TO THE 
ENEMY! This, as I observed before, 
is, by no means, the first. desertions 
we have heard of in our army. Unfor- 
tunately those desertions are, by the ac- 
counts laid befere parliament some time 
ago, proved to have been but too frequent. 
But, J repeat, that this is the first, the first 
instance that we have, or, at least, that I 
have heard of, wherein soldiers, in Eng- 
land, have deserted, with a view of “ going 
No such altempt as 
this has ever been made, thank God, 
the soldiers of our native atmy, who, 
trust, will not imbibe this dangerous, this 
disgracefal, this miscréant-like infection. 
Our native soldiers have deserted 
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of oath as well as of honour. But, they 
have never attempted to go over to the 
enemy as it is here distinctly asserted these 
Royal German Legion soldiers have. 
Going over to the enemy is ‘reason; and, 
thank God, none of our native army have 
attempted the commission of such an of- 
fence.——Whiat effect this example may 
have there is no telling. Itis impossible 
to say how such an example may work ; 
what thoughts it nay put into the head of 
bold and adventurous men in our army ; 
but, f trust, that there are very few of our 
native soldiers, who are so base as not to 
hold these miscreants in detestation, and who, 
of course, would not shun the act with a 
double degree of care, because it has been 
committed by them, and becanse to com- 
mit it would be to follow their disgraceful 
example.——As to the punishment, said to 


have been inflicted upon these draiéorous 


miscreants, it is of little consequence, in 


they are not suffered to live in this kingdom ; 
so that they ave out of the kingdom, we need 
not care one straw what Lecomes of thom. 


T do dot, for my part, wish their sorry lives 
to be taken away. Let them lve; but let 
them nos five here; let them not hve in my 
country.—_— Many people are asking what 
country the traitorous nuscreants are to be 
transported to? But, for my part, I care 
not a farthing what country tt is, so that 
it is to no country where they can betray 
us ; where they can sell us; where they 
can again perjure themselves and at- 


tempt to go over to the enemy. 


T wish the reader and the public, and, if I 
thought they wonld take my advice, I 
would recommend to the ministers, to con- 
sider well of this matter. The worst ef- 
fect, that can be produced by the attempt 
of these betraying miscreants, is, in the way 
of example to dur own army. Great mis- 
chief “may be done by ‘it in the way of 
encouraging the enemy, who, as | said ber 
fore, will not fail to note down the fact 


and te draw his conclusions accordingly, 
in which conclusions it would be foal 
for us to suppose, that he would be very 


erroneous, seeing how right he has been 


with regard to other 
countries. Bat, still, as I am, and always 


ad, that we have no- 


bive ean, conv 





we ourselves re- 





ish 
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be disedatented men, there may be some 
amongst them found so bold and so wicked 
as to carry into execution what has now 
been merely attempted: by these Ger. 
mans; and, if our native soldiers were to 
venture upon the undertaking, it is to be 
feared, that one boat-man would not be 
| able to bring back ¢wvo of them.——This 
is the light, in which this attempt of the 
Germans appears to me most formidable ; 
for, if, which God forbid, any number of 
our native troops were to make such an 
attempt, there ‘is no guessing at the con- 
sequences. For these reasons every 
means that can be made use of, ought to 
he made use of, to excite a horror of this 
offence, and to deter others from contem- 
platiog the commission of it. ‘The name 
of the guilty persons Should, in my opt- 
nion, be made Known to the whole army, 
This will, most likely, be done, am the pro- 
muleation of the sentence of the court-inartial 
hy authority from the Horse Guards, accom- 
panied with the king’s decision with regard to 
?t; and, in addition’ to this, every man, 
who has the conducting of a public print, 
ought to lef a hand to’the government 
in exciting and fixing, in the public mind, 
a horror of the deed of these base, cow- 
ardty, and ungrateful miscreants. —— 
Now; wind, all this is said hypothetically ; 
it is said conditionally ; it applies to two 
Germans only upon the presumption of 
what is asserted in the Times being ¢rue. If 
that account be false, all that J have said 
‘has no application; but, then, if it be 
false, the faisheod: should be contradicted 
without loss of time. Once more, Eng- 
lish reader, let me press upon you a Cons 
sideration of the conduct of the Coukrer 
and Monrnine Post news-pap¢'s, which, 
frow first to last, have never lashed one 
single word upon this subject. Let me press 
this upon your attention. IF beg you © 
reflect on what it indicates. I beg yu © 
consider what can have been the cause “ 
this silence. I bey you to consider ad 
“can have prevailed apon the conductors © 
these prints to keep so guarded a silence 
}upon so very interesting a ‘matter; * 
matter, in-which the very existence of 0 
small part of the on of England may 
F possib y become involved. 1 beg to press 
this upon you.” ‘The times we five In on 
fall of danger. ‘They require all 
renergy, which the most ‘ardent pad 
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lie 
_f Spirit can ‘give.*' Those who’ have the 


‘controut of any part of the ough 
to regard’ it a$'a ‘trust 0 sentinel 
the tountry*s benefit ; and, by those 
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suppress @ knowledge of acts like that 
above-noticed, that country is betrayed, 
and the traitor is not the less criminal be- 
cause the Jaw is insufficient for reaching 


his crime. 


Portucat.——In my last, at page 560, 
[noticed the report, which, on Friday last 
was in circulation, relative to a victory 
cained by Lord Talavera over Massena, 
which report was said (in the Morning 
Post) to have come directly from France 
by the American Envoy, Mr. Armstrong. 
Ths report was, the next AY aati to 
be false ; and my only motive for menti- 
oning it here, is, that the reader may view 
this instance ; that he may bear in mind | 
this attempt to deceive, to cajole, to cheat, 
the ree public. It was weil known, 
that the falshood could not live for more 
than 24 hours; but, 2+ hours was some- 
thing. The falshood gave time for the 
invention of another; and that other would, 
of course, and has been, succeeded by ano- 
ther and another and another 3 and all 
this in the short space of 5 days. The 
Dispatches, published in another part of 
this Number, will speak for themselves. 
They will shew what sort of a state things 
were in at Almeida, and what. was the 
cause of the speedy: surrender. * But, what 
I wish the reader to pay particular atten- 
tion to is, what General (1 mean Marshal) 
Beresford says. about the, traisors in that | 
fortress. Let us, in order to avoid a charge | 
of bel against our friends, the Portuguese, | 
take the Marshal’s own words :-——“ With 
“ whatever regret it was we witnessed ibe 
“unexpected fall of that place, unin- 
“ formed as we then were of the cause, | 
“think the circumstance related in the | 
“ Gevernor’s letter of the unfortunate loss 
“of his entire ammunition, and the injury 
“sustained by the town and works, and’ 
“ loss to the garrison by the effects of the 
“explosion, will prove sufficiently the 
“ wpracticability of a protracted defence ; 
“and Lregretto say the conduct of the Lieu- 
“ tenant-Governor (Tenente Rey) Fran- 
cisco B. da Costa e Almeida, and of Major 
" commanding the Artillery, Fornato Joye 
Ree » Increased the difficalties oeca- 
+ SF the explosion. The fornier 
yi until the commencement of the 
, bemny’s five acted with much zeal and 
_, Propriety, but on that commencing sheet 
“ himself up én bomb-proofs; and after uke 
_, ePlosion, from personal fear and to. 

avoid any‘farther firing, took advan 











“tage of sanstermation and confusion 


1810.— Portugal. {594 


“ which must be ever attendant in such a 
*€ case, to counteract the Governor's. attempt 
“to hold out at least some short time longer. 
« The Major of Artillery, it appears, had 
«acted well during the siege, but after 
“the explosion appears to have added 
treachery to cowardice, and to gain favour 
€ with the enemy, communicated to trim the 
“< real stute of the garrison, and that it had 
‘no ammunition whatever left, which 
“© caused Marshal ‘Massena to refuse the 
“ terms demanded by the Governor.”?—— 
I do not think that any remarks vpon this 
are necessary. ‘lhe commentary will, in 
all likeithood, be a very plain-speaking 
one, and wiil aot be long, perhaps, before 
it reaches even the dull ears of the readers 


' » fe 
of the Morning Post; for, if it come as I 


think it will, 2 wil be heard.——So, 
then, here is treason at Lispon and at 
ALMEma ; here is treason in the Capital 
and treason on the Frontier ; treason in the 
neighbourhood of the enemy and treason 
at the point of embarkation. And, is It 
come to this? Is this the result of ail that 


we have been told about the fideity of 


our allies and their Zeal,in our ewase? Is 
it come to this, after those, who doubted 
of the disposition of the Portuguese have 
been calied admirers of Buonaparté and 
rank traitors to England ? Would it not, rea- 


der, have been full as well, if the advice of 


the Morning Chronicle had been taken as 
to abuse the writer for giving thai advice ? 
——I beg the reader to look now at the 
situation of Portugal, and of our army in 
it, I beg bim, then to look back at what 
I have, trom time to time, extracted {rom 
the Mornine Post and the Counter upon 
the subject; and, when he has so cone, 
to consider, whether, if he be one of those 
persons, who contribute towards the ex- 
istence of those prints, the denunciation 
of Cowper does not apply to him. 


“* Hear the just Law, the Judgment of the Skies: 
** He that hates Truth, shall be the Dupe of Lies: 
* And he that will be cheater to the Inet, 
‘* Delusion strong as Hell shali ond bit fast.” 
Cow vBR- 
We need not expect, that those, who have 
deceived the credulous specple hitherto, 
wil] discontinue their deceptions, because 
events, not to be disguised, have now -de- 
tected and exposed them. ‘This operation 
they have unuergone before + and they 
ave, without a biush, ready to undergy it 
again. If they had amy sense’of shame ; 
if that feeling had any thing to do with 
their nature, or, if it had not been com- 
pletely worn out of them by the corl- 
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tinual robbings of CORRUPTION, they 
would not be fit fortheircalling. They will 
rsevere ; but, if what I hear of theirsuc- 
cess be true, their perseverance will, at no 
very distant day, be attended with an effect 
very honourable to the public. I shall 
offer no conjectures of mine, relative to 
Viscount Talavera and his army. ‘These 
writers say, that every thing promises 
fairly. « Our accounts (saysthe Morn- 
«ing Post of yesterday) by the last con- | 
“ veyance are indeed of THE MOST EN- 
“ COURAGING DESCRIPTION. They 
«¢ state as follows :—Lord Wellington was 
“ accompanied in his late movements by 
“ nearly the whole population of the country, 
* who destroyed such part of their property 
“as they were unable to remove; so that 
«“ Massena, by advancing in an exhausted 
“‘ country, must add to the embarrassments 
‘‘ he previously laboured under from the 
«insufficiency of his supplies. Marshal 
“ Beresford had, on the 22d ult. arrived 
“atSerra de, Besticros, at the Northern 
“ extremity of the Alcoba Mountains, and 
‘“by means of the divisions of Generals 
‘Tyrant and Spencer, formed a junction 
« with Lord Wellington, who, in addition 
“ tothe advantage of @ strong mountuinous 
“« position,’ has concentrated his forces, 
“ brought the Portuguese army within the 
‘“‘yange of his operations, and drawn 
“ nearer to his main resources, while the 
“« encmy gels further from his supplies, is com- 
‘« pelled to divide his forces, and is exposed to 
“ excursions from the Estrella and Alvoba 
“ Noyatains.’’ Thus, on Monday Jast, 
the accounts of nearly the whole popula- 
tion accompanying Lord Talavera and 
destroying ail that.part of their property, 
which they could not remave, were of the 
most encouraging descripiion! To day the 
accounts (same priut) go a little further. 
Another baitle is conheek up 3 another vic- 
tory. « Tt was very generally reported in 
* the course of the evening, that an ac- 
« count had been received of a battle hav- 
“ ing been foucht on the Mondego, in which 
“theenemy were defeated with the loss of 
“* $0,000 men, while that of the British did 
«not amount, in killed, wounded, and pri- 
“ soners, to more than 4,000 ;—it was added 
“that Lerd Wellington himself was 
“ slightly wounded. That a battle has 
“taken place, ere this, we see little or no 
* reason to doubt; but of the result, we 
“ repeat, no oficial advice had arrived at a 
“* late bour last night. At the date of the 
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* hostile armies were within five leagues: 
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«ofeach other; Massena’s force was said 
‘‘toamount to between 70 and $0,000: 
«that of Lord Wellington to between 50 
and 60,000. Their respective positions 
«as described in our Paper of yesterday, 
« were such, that a speedy and desperate 
« battle appeared inevitable, with the re. 
« sult of which it is probable we shall be 
“ made acquainted before our next Paper 
“ goes to press.’’——This assertion about 
the general report is wholly false. No 
such report was abroad last evening ; and 
the sole intention of the falshood is to 
amuse the very foolishest part of this 
print’s very foolish readers for o..2 half-day. 
The world never before saw, and 
never thought of, such an use of the press 
as it is now put to in England.——Is it 
not shameful ; is it not scandalous ; is it 
not to the last degree degrading to us, 
that such publications meet with support : 
Our country has suffered much from many 
causes ; but, my sincere belief is, that, of 
all these causes, the most powerful has 
been the shameless prostitution of the 
press. 





W™. COBBETIT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 
October 9, 1810. 
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IRELAND. 


Extract from the Dublin Evening Herald, of 
28 Sept. relative to the conduct of some of 
the PROTESTANT YEOMANRY, m 


opposition to the Catholics. 


Sir—I have read with pleasure the ac- 
count of the Meeting held in your city, 
for the purpose of taking into .considera- 
tion the propriety of petitioning Parlia- 
ment for the repeal of the Union, (an ac- 
which has produced the most ruinous con- 
sequences to lreland) in which the various 
religious sects joined hand iv hand, and 
all party distinction seemed. lost in the 
more worthy feeling of endeavouring 
alleviate the distresses of their country- 
men. Very different, indeed, is the spittt 
which seems to actuate. many who wear 
the insignia of loyalty in this part of the 
country, who exult ia the diabolical work 
of sowing the seeds of discord among thel! 
brethren, as the following Loi rest 
will shew.—On the 12th inst. Major, of 
lace attended at Banford, green, 
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Rann Infantry, commanded by Robert 
Jaffray Nicholson, esq. and the Scarvagh 
Infaniry, commanded by Wm. E, Reilly, 
esq. — The Scarvagh Infantry (whose Cap- 
tain not attending) were commanded by 
Lieut. Shegog, arrived on the ground first ; 
shortly afier the Bann Infantry made their 
appearance, and immediately shewed by 
their hesitating manner, and loud mur- 
murs, that they were dissatisfied. On 
heing questioned as to the cause of their 
dissatisfaction, they declared, they would 
not be inspected along with the scarvagh 
Infantry, because there were six Roman 
Catholics belonging to that corps. Their 
Cantain harangued them, and deprecated 
in strong language the fomenting of reli- 
gious animosities; he ended by saying, 
he had come to a resolution, “ that any 
one of them who refused to be inspected 
with the Searvagh infantry, might lay 
down theirarms;”” immediately the whole | 
threw down their muskets, and the greater 
part their belts 5 the whole of the Scar- | 
vagh Infantry, with the exception of the | 





six Catholics, seeing what the others had | 
done, ran over tu them huzzaing; the | 
Warringstown Cavalry, as if seized with a 

siivilar mania, galloped from their Officers | 
and joined the other two corps, while the 
six Catholics, left to themselves and fear- 
ful of unpleasant consequences from the 
intolerant spirit of their fellow soldiers, 
reured from the field in which~ their 
presence had caused so much confusion.— 
John Lushington Reilly, esq. in a strong 
and energetic speech to his corps, de- 
clared, “ he bad been in Germany, Hol- 
land, &e. in a number of engagements, 
and never before knew British subjects 
reluse to obey their officers; that he had 
seen Protestant and Catholic fizht side by 
side, and nobly mingle their blood in the | 
held of honours that he had never seen 
any difference made on account of religi- 

ous profession, nor ever heard of it until 

he witnessed it in this unhappy country, 
and concluded by saying, that men who 
Would conduct themselves as they had 
done, he could have nothing farther to do 
nb on which they dismounted and 
ard down their arms, and dispersed in the 
utmost confusion.—Alas! Sir, are “these. 
the glorious defenders of | their Country 
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to overwhelm us, and when (which God 
avert) we do not know the hour that we 
shall be called upon to encounter him, for 
our very existence, on our own shores 
when every arm capable of wielding a 
sword is required for our country’s de- 
fence, that the torch of religious discord 
should be again enkindled, and the into 
lerance of religious persecution persisted 
in against a numerous, loyal, peaceable, 
brave, and unoflending people, argues not 
more wickedness, than stultified blindness. 
—l am, Sir, yours, &c. BENEVOLUS, 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
PorruGat.—Dispatches from Lord Viscount 
Talavera, respecting the fall of Almeida. 
_ Published by the Governnent in London, 
Gth Oct, 1810. 


A dispatch, of which the following is a copy, 


was received, on the 4th instant, at the Eart of 
2 


Laverpool’s Office, addressed to his Lordship 
by Licutenant-General Viscount Wellington, 


| K. B. dated Gouvea, 5th September, 1810. 


Govuvea, Sept. 5, 1810. 
My Lord ;—I inclese a letter from Co- 
lonel Cox, late Governor ot Almeida, to 


Marshal Beresford, containing a copy of 


the capitulation of Almeida, and an at- 
count of the circumstances which occa- 
sioned the early surrender of that place. 
It was impossible to expect that Colone} 
Cox should contmue the defence of the 
place after the unfortunate occurrence 
which he mentions; and I am happy to 
add, that all the accounts which I have 
received from officers and soldiers of the 
militia, who have come into the interior 
under the capitulation, concur in applaud- 
ing the conduct of the Governor through- 
out the siege, and in the unfortunate 
situation in which he was placed towards 
its close. It is certain that till the explo- 
sion of the magazine of the place, the gar- 
rison had sustained but little loss, and 
were in the highest spirits, and, encou- 
raged bythe example of the Governor, 
and the confidence they had in him, were 
determived to hold out till the last mo- 
ment.—I have the honour to inclose the 
copy/of a letter, which I ‘received from 
‘Marshal Beresford, in which he es 
the letter from Colonel Cox ; to which 

‘have to add, that the two officerssmen- 


- | tioned in that letter, the Tenente del Rey, 
x geteryre Major of the avillery shane 
7. | ‘tered the service of France, and that-the 
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colonel. Lam also informed that when 
sent out by the Governor into the enemy’s 
lines to negotiate the capitulation; and 
afier he had informed the enemy of the 
unfortunate situation of the garrison, he 
did not return to the place when hostili- 
ties recommenced ; but continued in thie 
enemy’s iines. Ihave the honour to be, 
&c. WELLINGTON, 


Extract of a Letter from Marshal Beresford 
to Viscount Wellingion, dated Moimenio 
da Serra, 4th September, 1810. . 

Ihave the honour to transmit to your 
Lordship a copy of a letter I have rece'v- 
edi from Colonel Cox, late Governor of Al- 
meida, and a copy of the capitulation of 
that place.—Wiih whatever regret it was 
we witnessed the unexpected fall of that 
place, uninformed as we then were of the 
cause, I think the circumstance related in 
the Governor’s letter of the unfortunate 
loss of his entire ammunition, and the in- 
jury sustained by the townand works, and 
loss to the garrison by the effects of the 
explosion, will prove sufficiently the im- 
practicability of a protracted defence ; 
and I regret to say the conduct of the 
Licutenant Governor (Teneate Key) Fraa- 
cisco Bernardo da Costa e Almeida, and 
of Major, commanding the Artillery, For- 
tunato Joye Barreros, increased the diffi- 
culties occasioned by the explosion. The 
former had until the commencement of 
the enemy’s fire acted with much zeal and 
propriety. but on that commencing shut 

imself up in bomb-proofs ; and after the 
exp/osion, from personal fear and to avoid 
any further firing, took advantage of the 
consternation and confusion which must 
be ever attendant in such a case, to coun- 
teract the Governor’s attempt to hold out 
at least some short time Caete, The 

Major of Artillery, it appears, had acted 

well during the siege, but after the explo- 

sion appears to have added treachery to 
cowardice, and to gain favour with the 
enemy, Communicated to him the real 
state of the garrison, and that it had no 
ammunition whatever lefi, which caused 

Marshal Massena to refuse the terms de- 

manded by the Governor.—Until the un- 

fortunate accident of the explosion of the 
magazine, the garrison appears to have 
been in the highest spirits, and in the best 
mea disposition and resolution to de- 

nd the town, and which they unani- 
ously state their Governor’s eondact in- 


spired them with, asevery officer and man }- 
g/ves the ‘highest applause 10 his unce- | 


. 


mittiag zeal and activity, eucouraging all 
by his own example—Your Lordship wil! 
see that it was of very little consequence 
what capitulation the garrison had got, as 
it is obvious the enemy would not have 
observed it, were it was his interest 4, 
break it, and which will be witnessed by 
his having detained by force, and con- 
trary to the terms of the capitulation, 
seven officers and two hundred men froy, 
each of the three regiments of militia tha: 
were in the garrison, and this with the 
object of forming them into a pioneer 
corps.—Lhe oilicers and soldiers of the 
inijitia regiments, to a man, continued to 
reiuse to enter voiuntarily into the service 
of the enemy, and the seven officers and 





two hundred mea of each regiment were 
detained forcibly. Such are the circum- 
stances which have come to my knowledge 
of the conduct of the garrison of Almeida, 
and which I think it necessary to comiiu- 
nicate to your Lordship. 


Aldea del Obisno, Aug. 50, 15:0. 

Sir ;—The painful task has fallen tomy 
| lot of acquainting your Excelleacy, that | 
| was reduced to the necessity of surrender- 
| ing the fortress of Almeida, which I had 
the honour to coinmand, en.the 27th in- 
stant, at ten o'clock at night, in con-e- 
quence of the unfortunate explosion of the 
great magazine of powder in the Castle, 
and the small magazines contiguous to tt, 
by which dreadful accident 1 was depriv- 
ed of the whole of my artillery and mas- 
ket ammunition, with the exception of a 
few made-up cartridges which remained 
in some of the expence magazines on the 
ramparts, and thirty-nine barrels oi pow- 
der which were deposited in the labora- 
tory. — Upwards of half of the detach- 
ment of artillery, and a great number ol 
infantry soldiers, besides several of the 10- 
habitants, were destroyed by the etlect of 
this terrible explosion. Many of the gui 
were dismounted upon the ramparts, the 
works were materially injured, and 4 g¢ 
neral dismay spread amongst the troop 
aud inhabitants of the place.—In this dis- 
“tressing situation I received a letter from 
the Commander in Chief of the Freoc! 
army of Portugal, proposing to me that 

should surrender the place to the French 
army under his command 
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were transmitted to me, and which, after 
using every effort in my power to obtain 
more favourable teres, [ accepted, with 
an exception m favour of the militia regi- 
ments. I hope my conduct on this trying 
occasion will meet your Excellency S ap- 
probation, and that I shall remain justified 
by the circumstances in the eyes of ny 
country. The Prince of Essting bas been 
cood enouzh te allow me to return to England 
on my parole, accompanied by Major 
Hewitt and Captain Foley, of the Oth 
reciment, and we are now on our way to 
France, to embark from thence for a } 
British port. TP have the honour to be, &c. 
W, Cox. 





aed 


Svepen.—Act of Election of the Prince of 
Ponte Corvo (Gen. Bernadotte) to be 
Crown Prince. Dated ai Stockholm, 
Sept. 1, 1810. 

We, the undersigned, States-General of 

‘he kingdom of Sweden, Counts, Barons, 

Bishops, Representatives of the Nobility, 

Clergy, Burghers, and Peasants, assembled 

in the Extraordinary Diet at Orebro, 

make known, that his Royal Highness 

Prince Charles Augustus of Schleswig 

Holstein Augustenbnrg, elected Prince 

toyal of Sweden, of the Goths and Van- 

(als, being deceased without heirs male, 

and juiging that it is our duty to prevent 

and io avert the danger to the independ- 
ence and tranquillity of the kingdom, as 
well as to the rights and privileges of its 
inhabitants, which might result from @ va- 
cancy of the throne, and a consequent 
election: exercising, at the same time, 
the power which is reserved to us by the 
ninety-fourth Article of the Constitution 
of the 6th of June, 1809, of electing in 
such case a new dynasty ;—for these rea- 
sons, and considering that the High and 

Mighty Prince and Lord Jean Baptiste 

Jule Bernadette, Prince of Ponte Corvo, 

1s endowed with virtues*and qualities 

Which give us the well-founded hope of 





4 good administration and prosperity, the 
fruits of a legal, energetic, and beneficent 
Government: We, the States-General of 
Sweden, upan the propesition of oar au- 
gust king now reigning, under condition 


that the said Prince and Lord the Prince | 


of Ponte Corva, have before.his arr 
on the Swedish territory embraced 
Evangelical Lutheran Religjout, a 


the conditions drawn up “by u 


ival | 












a 


the 
) | ‘that Power against the other which might 





suffrage, for ourselves and our descend- 
ants, the High and Mighty Prince Jean 
Baptiste Jule Bernadotte, Prince of Ponte 
Corvo, to the dignity of Prince Royal of 
Sweden, to reign in Sweden and its de- 
pendencies after the decease of our pre- 
sent august Sovereign (whose days may 
the Almighty prolong!) to be crowned 
King of Sweden, and receive the oath of 
fidelity ; in short, to govern the kingdom 
according to the literal sense of the Con- 
stitution of the 6th of June, 1809, and of 
the other laws in foree, as well funda- 
mental as general and special, the whole 


| conformable to the answers which his 


Royal llighness shall now give,and after- 
wards at bis accession tothe throne. We 
also confer on the legitimate male de- 
scendanis of his Royal Highness, the right 
of filling the throne of Sweden, in the 
order and manner which are literally pre- 
scribed in the Jaw of succession which we 
have established.—We, the States-General 
of Sweden, have, in consequence, con- 
firmed the present Act of Election, by the 
signature of our names, and affixing our 
seals.—Done at Orebro, this 21st of “Au- 
gust, in the year of the Christian Era 1810. 





Amenica—Dispaich from the Honourable 
David Erskine to Mr. Secretary Canning, 
dated Washington, 3d of December, 1808. 
(Continued from p. 544.) 


He went also into all the arguments upon 
that subject, which are detailed in his cor- 
respondences with the American Minis- 
ters in London and Paris, as published in 
the documents referred to in the Presi- 
deni’s Message; tat which I do not now 
repeat, as my object is merely to inform 
you of the result of his observations, 
which was, that as the world must be con- 
vinced that America had in vain taken all 
the means in her power to obtain from 
Great Britain and France a just attention 
to her rights as a neutral Power, by re- 
presentations and ‘remonstrances, that she 
would be fully justified in having recourse 
to hostilities with either Belligerent, and 
that shé only hesitated to doso, from the 
difficulty of contending with both; bat 
that she must be driven even to endeavour 
to maintain her rights against’ the two 

atest Powers in the world, unless either 
of them should relax their restrictions 
neutral commerce, in which case the 

States would at oncé side with 
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observed 490 me, that it must be evident | persisted.in, is war,’ and < that a perma. 
that the United Staves would enter upon | 


measures of hostility with great reluct- 
ance, as he acknowledged that they are 
not at all prepared for war, much less 
with a Power so irresistibly strong as 
Great Britain, and that nothing would be 
thought to be too great a sacrifice to the 
preservation of peace, except their inde- 
pendence and their honour. He said, he 
dil not believe that any Americans would 
be found willing to submit to (what he 
termed) the encroachments wpon the li- 
berty of the rights ot the United States, 
by the Belligerents, and theretore the al- 
ternatives were Embargo or War. He 
confessed that the people of this country 


ative teo passive, axl would, perhaps, 
soon prefer the latter, as even less injuri- 
ous to the interests, and more congenial | 
with the spiritof a free people —He de- 
clared to me, that every opinion on which 
he ascertaine:) respecting the best inte- | 
rests of his country, led him to wish that: 
a good vondersianding should take place 
between Great Deritaua and the United | 
States, and that he thought that the obvi- 
ous advantages which would thereby re- 
sult to both countries were*a sufacient | 
pledge of the sincerity of his sentiments. | 
—The reasons which induce me to be- | 
lieve. that the views aud determinations of | 


this Government, as described to me by 
Mr. Madison, are their real sentiments, 
and that they will pursue -the course of 
conduct which they have marked out, 
arise from a mature consideration of the 
actual stale of the allairs of this country, 
the particular situation of the Government 
and ruling party, and from certain private 
but important communications which have 
been made to me by some of the Mem- 
bers of the Administration, who are sin- 
cerely desirous of a conciliation with. 
Great Britain.—lt is evident from every 
thing which has lately taken place in this 
counuy, that the people at large are de- 
sicous of having the Embargo rereoved ; 
but it is also to be collected from the result 
of the elections throughout the Uniied 
States, that the present ruling party have 
a decided majority of the people with 
them; and as they have pledged them- 
selves not to repeal it, while the restrictjuns 
upon their neutral rights continue in force, 
by borh Belligerents, without substituting 
war measures, and as they themselves ac- 


knowledge that the ultimate and only ef | 
, =. ag 


feetual mode of resisting such w. 


| 





nent suspension of commerce would not 
properly be resistance, but submission -” 
{ cannot therefore conceive that it would 
be possible for them to retract their deca. 
rations ; and indeed they would not have 
the power of continuing the Embargo 
more than six months, aad of course, there. 
fore, they must substitute war measures 
when it should be withdrawn, unless they 
were to abandon all the principles they 
have laid down, and to change all the re. 
solutions which they have so ulhequivocally 
expressed.—It is true that they mighi 
possibly do so, if they found theinselves 
pressed by the number and strength of 


their opponents, or by a change in the 
were beginning to think the former alter- | opi 


opinions of their majority amongst the 
people ; but it is plain from the decision 
in the House of Representatives in Con- 
gress, upou the resolutions proposed by 


| the Committee appointed to consider 
ithe subject of their foreign relations, 


which were carried by a majority of 
eighty-four to twenty-one, that they have 
not lost any ground im the present Con- 
gress; and the result of the elections for 
Members of Congress proves, that al- 
though they have lost some votes in the 
Easter) States, that they will bave a great 
majority out of the whole number of the 
next Congress.—For these reasons I con- 
clude that the Government party could 
carry along with them the support of the 
people in che measures which they might 
resolve to take ; and I have already ex- 
plained, why I believe they will adopt the 
course of conduct which I have described 


arising out of the state of the country and 
their own particular situation, and J will 
therefore proceed to explain my private 
reasons for feeling confirmed in their Op! 
nions, and will have the honour of laying 
before you some important communica 
tions which were made to me by soime of 
the Members of this Government, vnofli- 
cially, but with a desire that they might 
produce a favourable effect towards a col- 
ciliation with Great Britain, 1 beg leave 
to refer you to my next number, in which 
they are detailed.—I have the honour 
| be, with the highest respect, Sir, Your 
most obedient humble servant, 
D. M, Exskiné- 


Dispatch from the Hon. David Erskine ! 
Mr, Sec, Canning, dated Washingt 





in the furegoing part of this dispatch, 
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‘aterviews which I had with Mr. Gallatin, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and with 
Mr. Smith; the Secretary of the Navy, I 
have collected from them that their senti- 
ments coincide with those of Mr. Madi- 
son, which I have detailed at some Jength 
in the preceding number of my dispatches, 
respecting the proper course of conduct 
which ought to be pursued by the United 
States, in their present situation, although 
they had differed as to the propriety of 
laying on the Embargo, as a measure of 
defence, and had thought that it would be 
better to have resorted to measures of a 
more decided nature at first, but that now 
they had no other means left but to con- 
tinue it fora short time longer; and then 
in the event of no change taking place 
in the conduct of the Belligerents — to- 
wards the United States, to endeavour 
to assert their rights against both Powers; 
but that if either should relax in their 
aggressions, they said they would vote for 
taking part with that one agains: the other 
which should continue its aggressions.— 
Mr. Gallatin remarked to me, that the 
resoluuons which were proposed by the 
Committee of Foreign Relations in their 
report to the House of Representatives, 
and which had already passed in the Com- 
mittee of the whole House, and would 
perhaps soon pass into a law, seemed to 
him toremove two very important grounds 
of differeace with Great Britain, viz. the 
Non-important Act, as applicable to her 
alone, and the President’s Proclamation, 
whereby the ships of Great Britain were 
excluded from the ports of the United 
States, while those of France were. per- 
mitted to enter; but now, by the Non- 
intercourse law, both Powers were placed 


on the same footing. He did not pretend’ 


to say that this measure had been taken 
from any motives of concéssion to Great 
Britain ; but, as in fact those consequences 
followed, -he conceived they might be 
considered as removing the two great ob- 
stacles to a conciliation. This he wished 
might be the case, as he intimated to me 
that such steps were about to be taken by 
gress upon another very important 
subject of the diflewences between the two 
Countries, as might have a further effect 
Mi) leading to a favourable adjustment of 
them. He informed me, that a law was 
about to be proposed by Congress, and 
“lich he believed would pass, to inter- 
hal a vessels from aN 
any foreign seamen, under heavy 

sepetard any Foreign seamen, 








: or: fosfeitures; and that already 





[ GOK 
the ships of war of the United States’had 
been ordered not to receive any, and to 
discharge such as were at that time on 
board. ‘This sabject is also alluded °tu 
by Mr. Giles, the Senator, in his speecly, 
who is bigh in the confidence ef the Go- 
vernment, and, it is sail, is’ to be Mr. 
Madison’s Secretary of Siate. Mr. Gal- 
latin also said, thet be knew that it was 
intended by the United States to abandon 
the attempt to carry on a trade with the 
colonies of the Beiligerents in time’ of 
war which was net allowed in time of 
peace, and to trust to the being permitted 
by the French to carry on such trade in 
peace so as to entitle them to a continu- 
ance of it in time of war.—In this manner, 
he observed, all the points of dillerence 
between Great Britain and the United 
States might be smoothed away (was 
his expression), and that the United States 
would be willing to put the intercourse 
with Great Britain upon a perféct foot- 
ing of reciprocity, and would either 
consent to the arrangement that the ships 
of both nations should pay the same duties 
reciprocally, or place each other simply 
upon the: footing of the most favoured 
nation.—I have ao doubt that these com- 
munications were made with a sincere 
desire that they might produce the cliect 
of conciliation, because it is well known 
that Mr. Gallatin has long thought that 
the restrictive and jealous system of non- 
important laws, extra duties, and other 
modes of checking a free trade with Great 
Britain, have been erroneous, and highly 
injurious to the interests of America. He 
informed me, distinctly, that he bad always 
entertained that opimon, and that he had 
uniformly endeavoured to persuade the 
President to place the conduct of Great 
Britain and France towards the United 
States in a fair light before the public, 
He seemed to check himself at-the’mo- 
ment he was speaking npon that subject, 
and I-could not get lim to express*him- 
self more distinctly ; but I conld clearly 
collect from his manner, and from some 
slight insinuations, that he ren, the 
President had acted with partiality to- 
wards France: for he turned the conver-: 
sation immediately apon the character of 
Mr. Madison; and said that he could not 
be accused of having such a bias towards 
France; and remarked that Mr. Madisos 
was known to be an admirer of the British 
constitution, to be genera 
towards the nation, and to be entirely free 
from any enmity to its general prosperity, 
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He appealed to mre, whether I had not ob- 
served that he frequently spoke with ap- 
probation of its insuiutions, its energy and 
spirit, awd that he was thoroughly well 
versed in its history, litcrature, and arts. 
—These observations he made at that 
time for the purpose of contrasting the 


sentiments of Mr. Madison with tose of 


the President, as he knew that 1 must 
have observed that Mr. Jeficvson never 
spoke with approbation of any thing that 
was British, and always took up French 
topics in his conversation, and always 
praised the people aud country of France, 
and never lost an opportunity of shewing 
his dislike to Great Britain.—At the close 
of my interview with Mr. Gallatin, he 
said, ina familiar way, “ You see, Sir, we 
could settle a treaty in my private room 
in two. hours, which might perhaps be 
found to be as lasting as if it was bound 
up in all the formalities of a regular sys- 
tem; and might be found as reciprocally 
useful as a treaty consisting of twenty- 
four articles, in which the intricate points 
of intercourse might be in vain attcmpted 
to be reconciled to the opposite, and per- 
haps, jealous views of self-iterest of the 
respective countries.’’=—-I have taken the 
liberty of detailing to you the substance 
of this unofficial conversation with Mr. 
Gallatin, in order to explain to you the 
grounds upon which | have formed my 
opinion thatthe Meiabers of the present 
Government, who are expected will be- 

also to the next, would be desirous 
of settling the difierences'of the United 
States with Great Britaia, to enable them 
te extricate the country and themselves 
frem the difficulties in which they are in- 
volved; for it is now, I believe, deter- 
mined that Mr. Gallatin will accept his 
present office vwoder Mr. Madison, which 
was at one time doubted. The character 
ef Mr. Gallatin must be well known to 
you to be held in the greatest respect in 
this country for his unrivalled taleuts as a 
Financier and asa Statesman. There can- 
not, J think, he any reasonable doubt en- 
tertained that he is heartily opposed to 
French aggrandizement, and to the usurpa- 
tions of. te. He was an enthu- 
siast imfavour of the French revolution, 
im the early period of it, but has long 
since abandoned tbe favourable opinious 


arya sting. ip 200 tise 
viewed the progress of France towards 
- @miversal dom with, aud re- 
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gret. How far the good-will of this Go. 
vernment and Country towards Great Bo. 
tain may be worth, in the estimation cf 
his Majesty’s Government, the-sacrifice of 
the Orders in Council, and ofthe impre:- 
sion which they might be expected \ 
make on France, it would be presumo. 
tuous in we to venture to calculate ¥ be! 
Tam thoroughly persuaded, that at tha: 
price it might be obtained.—I have endes. 
voured, by the most strict and diligent 
enquiries into the views and strength of 
the federal party, to ascertain to what ex- 
tent they would be willing and able to re. 
sist the measures of the. party in power, 
and how far they could carry the opinions 
of this country along with them in thei: 
attempts to remove the Embargo, without 
recurring to hostilities against both Great 
Britain and France.—Upeon a mature con- 
sideration of this subject {am persuaded, 
that great as the desire is which generally 
prevails for the removal of the Embargo, 
that the Fecderalists would not venture to 
recommend that it should be withdrawn, 
without proposins some measures Of greater 
energy as asubstitute. Some have indeed 
hinted at the propriety of at once de- 
claring war against France; but few, 
however, of those who have been most 
clamorous against the Embargo, have yet 
offered their opinions, as to what course 
ought to be pursued, although all have 
deciared against the submission to the re- 
strictions upon their neutral rights.—Whee 
the small number of those who have 
pointed out the propriety of going to war 
with France alone, is considered, even of 
the Federal party, I cannot believe that 
such a measure would succeed.—All the 
leaders of the Democratic party in Con- 
gress and out of it declare that they only 
propace the continuance of the Embargo 
or a short time; and that if the voice of 
the people at large is for more active re- 
sistance, that they should be willing and 
ready to put forth the strength of the coun 
try for that ose. These declarations 
are to be found in the. speeches, some 
printed copies of which I have sent here- 
with; you will find, however, that @ 
some of them a great’ stress is still laid 
upon the effects to be expected from the 
Embar o in coercing the Befligerents 
pacticnnlt Great Britain, to relax in her 
restrictions, from the di ix and itieon 
gers BOE, y 





















